May 24, 2002

Office of the Chief Information Officer

U.S. Department of Education 

7th and D Streets, SW., Room 4082

Washington, DC 20202–4580
Dear CIO:

On behalf of Citizens for Sensible Safeguards, a broad-based coalition of organizations representing health, safety, civil rights, and environmental concerns, I am writing to request a 60-day extension in the public comment period for your draft data quality guidelines.  Members of our coalition have expressed interest in submitting comments, but have indicated that a 30-day comment period is an insufficient amount of time.

These guidelines are enormously complex and have significant, far-reaching implications.  They deal not just with the correction of data, but also standards for dissemination, agency risk analysis, peer review of information, and much more.  As a coalition, we are just beginning to digest the range of possibilities that might flow from these guidelines.

Moreover, each agency has proposed its own unique guidelines, and the public is being asked to respond to them all at once.  We are interested in carefully reviewing each of these guidelines and providing comments to multiple agencies.  Thirty days is simply an inadequate amount of time to fully examine variation across agencies and offer comprehensive feedback.

We are sure you share our concern that the public be given time to adequately review and respond to the agency’s data quality guidelines. This cannot be accomplished within the 30-day window, which is now almost over.  Accordingly, we ask that you immediately issue public notice extending your comment period by 60 days.

Sincerely, 

Gary D. Bass

Chairman

Citizens for Sensible Safeguards
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