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Grants Policy Bulletin # 11






Issue Date: February 1, 2001
Certification of Eligibility for Federal Assistance in Certain Programs

Purpose

To inform discretionary grant team members of the requirements for individual certification found in Part 75 of the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) and to disseminate copies of the certification form, ED 80-0016 signed by applicants to indicate eligibility.


Background

Sections 75.60 – 75.62 of EDGAR require individuals who apply, either directly to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) or indirectly through another entity, for assistance in certain affected discretionary grant programs to certify that 1) they are not in default on debts incurred under various nonprocurement programs or that they have made satisfactory arrangements to repay defaulted debts, and 2) they are not ineligible to receive Federal funds during the period of the anticipated funding as a result of conditions of sentencing imposed by a judge under Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988.  For the purposes of this bulletin, the phrase, “affected discretionary grant programs,” is used to mean certain discretionary grant programs subject to sections 75.60 - 75.62 of EDGAR.

Applicants who apply for assistance directly to ED under affected discretionary grant programs are required to make the certification part of their applications.  Those who apply indirectly through another entity (e.g., an institution of higher education) are required to file the certification form with the entity.  In connection with this certification requirement, the Department has developed ED 80-0016, ‘Certification of Eligibility for Federal Assistance in Certain Programs’ (copy attached).  The certification form includes a list of the affected discretionary grant programs in sections 75.60-75.62.

(NOTE:  The list of programs on ED 80-0016 shows several student financial assistance programs, which are also covered by the certification requirement. 



Policy



Discretionary grant teams must:

· Assure prior to award, that all grant applications contain a copy of ED 80‑0016, where the recommended applicant is an individual applying directly to the Department for assistance; and

· Determine prior to award that any entity recommended for funding has on file certifications from any individuals to whom grant funding from the Department will be re-distributed as indirect assistance (i.e., scholarships, fellowships, stipends, tuition, etc.).

Discretionary grant team members are to include in a grantee’s file documentation that the team member has:

· Requested the certification from individuals who did not send it with the application;

· Discussed the certification requirement with entities that will redistribute grant funds as assistance to individuals; and

· Verified that entities have obtained certifications from individuals.

This revised Grants Policy Bulletin #11 replaces the previous version dated December 30, 1996.

      Copies of Grants Policy Bulletins
 Copies of Grants Policy Bulletins and their attachments can be viewed, downloaded,  and printed from the following website:


http://ocfo.ed.gov/grntinfo/gposbul.htm
_________________________________
          __________

Blanca Rosa Rodriguez, Director
      Date         

Grants Policy and Oversight Staff

Office of the Chief Financial Officer

Attachment
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Certification of eligibility for federal assistance in certain programs
I understand that 34 CFR 75.60, 75.61, and 75.62 require that I make specific certifications of eligibility to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) as a condition of applying for Federal funds in certain programs and that these requirements are in addition to any other eligibility requirements that ED imposes under program regulations.  Under 34 CFR 75.60 – 75.62:

I. I certify that:

A. I do not owe a debt, or I am current in repaying a debt, or I am not in default (as that term is used at 34 CFR Part 668)     on a debt:

1. To the Federal Government under a nonprocurement transaction (e.g., a previous loan, scholarship, grant, or cooperative agreement); or

2. For a fellowship, scholarship, stipend, discretionary grant, or loan in any program of ED that is subject to 34 CFR 75.60, 75.61, and 75.62, including: 
· Federal Pell Grant Program (20 U.S.C. 1070a, et seq.);
· Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) Program (20 U.S.C. 1070(b), et seq.);
· State Student Incentive Grant Program (SSIG) 20 U.S.C. 1070c, et seq.);
· Federal Perkins Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1087aa, et seq.);
· Income Contingent Direct Loan Demonstration Project (20 U.S.C. 1087a, note);
· Federal Stafford Loan Program, Federal Supplemental Loans for Students [SLS], Federal PLUS, or Federal Consolidation Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1071, et seq.);
· William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1087a, et seq.);
· Cuban Student Loan Program (22 U.S.C. 2601, et seq.);
· Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program (20 U.S.C. 1070d-31, et seq.);
· Jacob K. Javits Fellows Program (20 U.S.C. 1134h-1134l);
· Patricia Roberts Harris Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 1134d-1134g);
· Christa McAuliffe Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 1105-1105I);
· Bilingual Education Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 3221-3262);
· Rehabilitation Long-Term Training Program (29 U.S.C. 774(b));
· Paul Douglas Teacher Scholarship (20 U.S.C. 1104, et seq.);
· Law Enforcement Education Program (42 U.S.C. 3775);
· Indian Fellowship Program (29 U.S.C. 774(b));
· Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants Program (20 U.S.C. 1021, et seq.);
                                                                        OR

B. I have made arrangements satisfactory to ED to repay a debt as described in A.1. or A.2. (above) on which I had not been current in repaying or on which I was in default (as that term is used in 34 CFR Part 668).

II. I certify also that I have not been declared by a judge, as a condition of sentencing under section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988 (21 U.S.C. 862), ineligible to receive Federal assistance for the period of this requested funding.

I understand that providing a false certification to any of the statements above makes me liable for repayment to ED for funds  received on the basis of this certification, for civil penalties, and for criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. 1001.

_____________________________________________                                             _____________________________________      

                           (signature)                                                                                                                      (Date)

_____________________________________________

                      (typed or printed name)

Name or Number of eD program under which this certification is being made:  ____________________________________  
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